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We, of course are far removed from the scene of this
primitive idyll, and have long since ceased to notice what
a postulate identity was, and for the matter of that still
is. We need a world of philosophic quibbling to bring
before our eyes the fact that strict identity never yet
was found by land or sea, but is always and everywhere
a construction of our mind,^#<afe by voluntary concentration
on the essential and rejection of the irrelevant1

Nor, of course, did Edwin know this. He had pos-
tulated under the impulsion of practical need, without
knowing what he did. The enormity of the logical
consequences of his act was hidden from him and only
gradually revealed. Still less did Angelina know that
she had become the mate of the first animal rationale.

Edwin, again, could not foresee that his original
postulate would not suffice, and that stupendous efforts
of abstraction were still before him if he would complete
the postulate of identity and attain to the purity of its
present logical use.

In recognising Angelina he had of course (although
he realised it not) construed her identity upon the model
of his own. But the concrete given identity of self-
consciousness is a slender basis for the construction of
the logical ideal; indeed it even proves unequal to the
requirements of a social life, and needs on this account to
be sublimated and idealised into a concept that transcends
the given.

The concretely identical, alas, changes in the flow of
differences! Edwin has grown bald and Angelina
wrinkled, and I grieve to say, they often quarrel. They
are no longer what they were when each succumbed to
the other's charms, and identity seems dubious and a
fraud. Ekeu fugaces Postume ! Postulate ! The cure is
a hair of the dog that bit you. Edwin must postulate
once more, must postulate a more permanent self which
rises superior to such mischances of a mortal life, and,

1 If identity were ever found, Dr. Rodder's amusing strictures (Adversaries
of the Sceptic, pp. 116-117) on Mr. Bradley's "identity of indiscernibles " would
be fatal to every use of the principle.